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to become a free and unified Nation, striving for the promises and
principles for which so many fought and died.

Our revered 16th President taught us that we are more than North and
South, black and white—we are one, and we are all Americans. The
forces that divide us are not stronger than the forces that unite us, and
the “new birth of freedom” President Lincoln called for still echoes in
each of our hearts. Today, we live in the Union he saved, inheritors
of the freedoms and progress for which he served. Through the ages,
Abraham Lincoln calls us to take a renewed devotion to the unfinished
work remaining before our Nation—joining together across all divides
to ensure that “government of the people, by the people, for the peo-
ple” endures in our time.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March
4, 2011, as a day to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the Inauguration
of Abraham Lincoln. I call upon all Americans to observe this day with
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities that honor his mem-
ory and uphold the principles he so nobly advanced.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the

Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8637 of March 16, 2011
150th Anniversary of the Unification of Italy, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On March 17, Italy celebrates the 150th anniversary of its unification
as a single state. On this day, we join with Italians everywhere to
honor the courage, sacrifice, and vision of the patriots who gave birth
to the Italian nation. At a time when the United States was fighting for
the preservation of our own Union, Giuseppe Garibaldi’s campaign for
the unification of Italy inspired many around the world in their own
struggles, including the 39th New York Infantry, also known as ‘“The
Garibaldi Guard.” Today, the legacy of Garibaldi and all those who
unified Italy lives on in the millions of American women and men of
Italian descent who strengthen and enrich our Nation.

Italy and the United States are bound by friendship and common dedi-
cation to civil liberties, democratic principles, and the universal
human rights our countries both respect and uphold. As we mark this
important milestone in Italian history, we also honor the joint efforts
of Americans and Italians to foster freedom, democracy, and our shared
values throughout the world.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March
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17, 2011, as a day to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the Unification
of Italy. I encourage all Americans to learn more about the history of
Italian unification and to honor the enduring friendship between the
people of Italy and the people of the United States.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the

Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8638 of March 18, 2011
National Poison Prevention Week, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Each day, emergency rooms treat nearly 2,000 Americans for accidental
poisonings, and dozens die as a result of ingesting, inhaling, or other-
wise exposing themselves to poisonous substances. In many cases,
these tragic incidents are preventable. During National Poison Preven-
tion Week, I encourage all Americans to identify possible dangers in
the home, take action to address poisoning hazards, and learn how to
respond if a poison emergency should occur.

Children are particularly susceptible to unintentional poisoning. More
than half of all reported poison exposures involve children under the
age of six, and many occur when unsupervised children find and con-
sume medicines or harmful chemicals. Unintentional poisonings
among young people often occur when misusing or abusing prescrip-
tion medications such as pain killers, sedatives, and stimulants taken
from a home medicine cabinet. Parents and caregivers can help prevent
these injuries by taking simple steps to secure medications and other
dangerous materials including resealing child-resistant containers,
placing drugs and toxic chemicals out of reach of children, and storing
all these products in locked or childproof cabinets.

Sadly, death rates from unintentional poisonings have increased stead-
ily in recent years. Many adult poisonings stem from accidental or in-
tentional exposure to over-the-counter or prescription drugs. These can
be avoided by reading labels before taking medications, storing medi-
cines in their original containers, and safely disposing of unused pre-
scription medication. These actions can reduce the risk posed by medi-
cations with abuse potential. All Americans can help prevent needless
harm from hazardous materials by becoming more aware of the dangers
of poisonings and the ways we can prevent and respond to these inci-
dents.

In the event of an accidental poisoning, quick action can prevent seri-
ous injury and save lives. If confronted with a suspected poisoning, in-
dividuals should call the national poison control hotline at 1-800—
222-1222. 1 encourage families to post this number near their home
telephone, which connects callers to potentially life-saving information
at local and regional poison control centers 24 hours a day, seven days
a week.
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